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Request for Continued Examination 



A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/26/2008 has been entered. An action on the RCE 
follows: 

Claims 1, 37 and 45 are amended. Thus, claims 1-5, 8-13, 37, 38, 41, 44-47, 49, 50 and 
52 are pending. The applicant's remarks, see page 7 filed on 1/10/2008, and see pages 2-5 filed 
on 10/29/2007 with respect to the amendment have been fully considered, the previous rejections 
stand withdrawn. Upon further consideration, new grounds of rejection are made in view of 
Suzuki (US 6,130,664), Gouzman et al. (US 6,762,749), and Gillick et al. (US 5,446,481). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-10, 12, 13, 37, 38, 41, 44-47, 49, 50 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki (US 6,130,664) in view of Gouzman et al. (US 



6,762,749, Gouzman). 
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As to claim 1, in the alternate embodiment, Suzuki teaches a pointing device configured 
to communicate with navigation software running on a computer having a display, the 
pointing device comprising: 

a sensor configured to sense a physical input, the pointing device configured to 
request the navigation software to move a navigation control on the display in accordance 
with the physical input; and (an angular sensor 3, a computer mouse 1, a software driver of the 
computer mouse 1, col. 9, lines 52-54, a cursor C is navigated is displayed on a display screen 
14.) 

a selector having a first state and a second state, the pointing device configured to 
request the navigation software to move the navigation control in accordance with a first 
navigation mode or a second navigation mode depending upon the state of the selector, 
wherein the selector is an angular sensor configured to sense an angle of the pointing device 
(a selector 1 1, a horizontal direction, a rotation direction, and col. 5, lines 15-32) 

Suzuki fails to teach wherein the first navigation mode the navigation control moves 
at a first sensitivity in accordance with the physical input, and in the second navigation 
mode the navigation control moves at a second different sensitivity in accordance with the 
same physical input. 

Gouzman teaches a computer mouse 12 comprising a first moveable navigation device 
for selecting data for display by one or more tactile display from a first selected portion of the 
multiple data field environment (MDFE), and a second moveable navigation device for use 
simultaneously with the first navigation device for selecting data for display by the one or more 
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tactile display from a second selected portion of the MDFE, different from the first selected 
portion, col. 2, lines 35-47. 

As to claim 2, a kit, comprising: the pointing device of claim 1; and a computer-readable 
medium storing computer-executable instructions representing the navigation software (Suzuki 
inherently discloses a computer software has a code storing in memory and executed by the 
CPU). 

As to claim 3, the kit of claim 2, wherein the navigation software includes a first 
navigation engine and a second navigation engine, the first navigation mode utilizing the first 
navigation engine and the second navigation mode utilizing the second navigation engine (col. 2, 
lines 35-47 of Gouzman). 

As to claim 4, the pointing device of claim 1, further including a Left click button and a 
Right click button in addition to the selector (selecting switches 5 and 6 of Suzuki). 

As to claim 5, the pointing device of claim 1, wherein the selector has different physical 
positions each representing a different one of the first and second states (col. 2, lines 29-34 of 
Gouzman). 

As to claim 8, the pointing device of claim 1, wherein the physical input is movement of 
the pointing device, and wherein in the first navigation mode the navigation control moves by an 
amount that has a first relationship with the movement of the pointing device, and in the second 
navigation mode the navigation control moves by an amount that has a second different 
relationship with the movement of the pointing device, (col. 2, lines 35-47 of Gouzman). 
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As to claim 9, the pointing device of claim 8, wherein the navigation control moves 
linearly in accordance with the movement of the pointing device in both the first and second 
navigation modes (Suzuki discloses a cursor C is moved linearly in x and y directions). 

As to claim 10, the pointing device of claim 1, wherein the pointing device is configured 
to move upon a surface, the selector being responsive to an amount of pressure applied to the 
pointing device against the surface (selecting switches 5 and 6 of Suzuki). 

As to claim 12, the pointing device of claim 1, wherein the pointing device is not 
integrated with a keyboard having an alphanumeric section (Suzuki discloses the computer 
mouse is stand-alone separated from a keyboard). 

As to claim 13, the pointing device of claim 1, wherein the navigation control is a cursor 
(Suzuki discloses the cursor C being displayed on the monitor). 

The incorporation of the first moveable navigation device for selecting data for display 
and the second moveable navigation device different from the first selected portion as taught by 
Gouzman into the computer mouse as taught by Suzuki would have been obtained as a 
predictable modification-- Gouzman's benefit intended to maximize access to and interaction 
with any electronic data display system, col. 2, lines 1-13 of Gouzman. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art could have applied the known "improvement" 
technique of Gouzman in the same way to Suzuki's computer mouse and the results would have 
been predictable to one ordinary skill in the art. 

As to claim 37, in the alternate embodiment, Suzuki teaches an apparatus, comprising: 

a sensor configured to sense a physical input, the apparatus configured to control 
two-dimensional movement of displayed a navigation control in accordance with the 
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physical input (a sensor 3, a computer mouse 1, a software driver of the computer mouse 1, col. 
9, lines 52-54, a cursor C is navigated is displayed on a display screen 14.) 

a selector having a first state and a second state, the apparatus configured to control 
the two-dimensional movement of the displayed navigation control at either a first 
sensitivity or a second sensitivity depending upon whether the selector is in a first state or a 
second state (a selector 11, two dimensional information movement, col. 3, lines 35-36, a cursor 
C is navigated is displayed on a display screen 14 in a horizontal sensitive direction or a rotation 
sensitive direction, col. 5, lines 15-55). 

Suzuki fails to teach a first navigation state and a second navigation state. 

Gouzman teaches a computer mouse 12 comprising a first moveable navigation device 
for selecting data for display by one or more tactile display from a first selected portion of the 
multiple data field environment (MDFE), and a second moveable navigation device for use 
simultaneously with the first navigation device for selecting data for display by the one or more 
tactile display from a second selected portion of the MDFE, different from the first selected 
portion, col. 2, lines 35-47. 

As to claim 38, the apparatus of claim 37, further including a Left click button and a 
Right click button in addition to the selector (selecting switches 5 and 6 of Suzuki.) 

As to claim 41, the apparatus of claim 37, wherein the physical input is translation of the 
apparatus (the selecting switch 6 of Suzuki.) 

As to claim 44, the apparatus of claim 37, wherein the displayed navigation control is a 
displayed cursor (the cursor C of Suzuki). 
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The incorporation of the first moveable navigation device for selecting data for display 
and the second moveable navigation device different from the first selected portion as taught by 
Gouzman into the computer mouse as taught by Suzuki would have been obtained as a 
predictable modification- Gouzman's benefit intended to maximize access to and interaction 
with any electronic data display system, col. 2, lines 1-13 of Gouzman. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art could have applied the known "improvement" 
technique of Gouzman in the same way to Suzuki's computer mouse and the results would have 
been predictable to one ordinary skill in the art. 

As to claim 45, in the alternate embodiment, Suzuki teaches an apparatus configured 
to communicate with navigation software running on a computer having a display, the 
pointing device comprising: 

a selector configured to switch between a first state and a second state responsive to 
a first physical input; and (a selector 1 1, a horizontal direction and a rotation direction.) 

wherein the selector is an angular sensor configured to sense an angle of the 
pointing device, and wherein the first state is associated with a first angle of the apparatus 
and the second state is associated with a second angle of the apparatus (an angular sensor 3, 
in the alternate embodiment, see col. 7, lines 51-65.) 

a sensor coupled to the selector and configured to sense a second physical input, the 
pointing device configured to request the navigation software to translate a navigation 
control across the display at a first sensitivity in accordance with the second physical input 
while the selector is in the first state, and to request the navigation software to translate the 
navigation control across the display at a second sensitivity in accordance with the second 
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physical input while the selector is in the second state, (the angular sensor 3, a computer 
mouse 1, a software driver of the computer mouse 1, col. 9, lines 52-54, a cursor C is navigated 
is displayed on a display screen 14.) 

Suzuki fails to teach a first navigation state and a second navigation state. 

Gouzman teaches a computer mouse 12 comprising a first moveable navigation device 
for selecting data for display by one or more tactile display from a first selected portion of the 
multiple data field environment (MDFE), and a second moveable navigation device for use 
simultaneously with the first navigation device for selecting data for display by the one or more 
tactile display from a second selected portion of the MDFE, different from the first selected 
portion, col. 2, lines 35-47. 

As to claim 46, the apparatus of claim 45, further including a Left click button and a 
Right click button in addition to the selector, (selecting switches 5 and 6 of Suzuki.). 

As to claim 47, the apparatus of claim 45, wherein the selector has different physical 
positions each representing a different one of the first and second states, (col. 2, lines 35-47 of 
Gouzman.) 

As to claim 49, the apparatus of claim 45, wherein the second physical input is translation 
of the apparatus, (the selecting switch 6 of Suzuki.) 

As to claim 50, the apparatus of claim 45, wherein the apparatus is configured to translate 
upon a surface, the selector being responsive to pressure applied to the apparatus against the 
surface, the selector configured to be in either the first state or the second state depending upon 
an amount of the pressure, (the selecting switches 5 and 6 of Suzuki.) 
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As to claim 52, the apparatus of claim 45, wherein the displayed navigation control is a 
displayed cursor, (the cursor C of Suzuki). 

The incorporation of the first moveable navigation device for selecting data for display 
and the second moveable navigation device different from the first selected portion as taught by 
Gouzman into the computer mouse as taught by Suzuki would have been obtained as a 
predictable modification- Gouzman' s benefit intended to maximize access to and interaction 
with any electronic data display system, col. 2, lines 1-13 of Gouzman. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art could have applied the known "improvement" 
technique of Gouzman in the same way to Suzuki's computer mouse and the results would have 
been predictable to one ordinary skill in the art. 

3. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki and 
Gouzman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Gillick et al. (US 5,446,481, 
Gillick). 

As to claim 1 1 , Suzuki and Gouzman teach all of the limitation of claim 1 , except 
wherein the selector is a scroll wheel rotatable around a first axis and tilt-able around a second 
axis, the first and second states being selected by a tilt of the scroll wheel. 

Gillick teaches a computer mouse comprising a roller 24 is in the selected tilted left and 
right, which has been assigned pitch and roll. The extent of motion associated with the new 
degree of freedom depends upon the turning roller 24, col. 4, lines 1-16. 

The incorporation of the roller 24 as taught by Gillick into the computer mouse as taught 
by Suzuki and Gouzman would have been obtained as a predictable modification- Gillick' s 
benefit provides six degree of freedom where it is desirable to rotate objects using angular 
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coordinates, as well as to draw and revise objects using normal Cartesian coordinates, col. 2, 
lines 5 1-60 of Gillick. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art could have 
applied the known "improvement" technique of Gillick in the same way to Suzuki's and 
Gouzman computer mouse and the results would have been predictable to one ordinary skill in 
the art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEVIN M. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7697. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU from 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on (571) 272-7681. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kevin M Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 

KMN 
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